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 Develop a system to provide survivors of war crimes of sexual violence who live in remote 
areas of the country with access to psychological and physical health services;  

 Develop a system to provide survivors of war crimes of sexual violence who live in remote 
areas of the country with access to necessary psychological and physical health services, 
including medicines. 

Amnesty International calls on the FBiH authorities to: 

 Implement in full the law on the civilian victims of war in the area of employment by 
organizing vocational training programmes for the survivors of sexual violence or by providing 
them with other measures of re-integration with the labour market; 

 Make sure that the process of applying for the status of the civilian victim of war is 
transparent and independent and that the institutions conducting it, including NGOs, are 
well equipped to conduct interviews with the survivors. This should include setting certain 
standards such as the assistance of a psychologist in the process and adequate facilities 
guaranteeing privacy; 

 Make sure that a fair and transparent appeal process exists for the survivors who have 
been denied a confirmation of their status by the NGO which conducts an initial verification 
of civilian victims of war;   

 Make sure that the decisions on the status of the civilian victim of war are not 
temporary.  

Amnesty International calls on the RS authorities to: 

 Amend the law on the civilian victims of war by creating a separate category of survivors 
of war crimes of sexual violence which does not have to prove the criteria of 60 per cent 
bodily damage; and include trauma and other psychological effects on the survivors as one of 
the criteria in the application process;  

 Amend the law on the civilian victims of war by removing the discriminatory deadline for 
application for the status of the civilian victim of war, and re-open the procedure for 
applying;   

 Abolish the use of the military rulebook in the assessment of bodily damage of the 
applicants for the status of civilian victims of war;  

In addition to the recommendations made to the BiH authorities Amnesty International calls 
on the international community to undertake the following measures in the area of access to 
justice and reparation.  

The organization calls on the international community to:   

 Continue their financial support for the State Court of BiH; 
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 Allocate additional resources to the entity courts in BiH in order to increase their 
capacity to deal with war crimes cases including by offering adequate level of witness support 
and protection; 

 Support the BiH authorities with financial resources and expertise to develop a state 
strategy on reparation for victims of war crimes of sexual violence. 
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‘WHOSE JUSTICE?’
THE WOMEN OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA ARE STILL WAITING

Rape and other forms of sexual violence against women were widespread during the 1992-1995 war
in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH). Despite the conflict ending more than 13 years ago, successive
governments have consistently failed to bring those responsible to justice and to ensure survivors’
access to an effective remedy. The BiH authorities have also failed to provide survivors of rape and
other forms of sexual violence with reparation, including restitution, compensation, rehabilitation,
satisfaction and guarantees of non-repetition.

Many perpetrators of war crimes of sexual violence continue to enjoy impunity and often live in the
same communities as their victims. This contributes to continuing trauma and other psychological
problems for survivors of these crimes. Moreover, psychological support is often not available and
access to health services limited, especially for women in remote areas of the country. Many survivors
are unemployed and live in poverty and cannot afford even prescribed medicines. The issue of rape
remains a taboo in BiH and survivors of this crime continue to be stigmatized by society.

This report documents how the BiH authorities have violated a wide range of rights of the survivors
of rape and other forms of sexual violence. It concludes with a set of recommendations which, if
implemented, would enhance the protection of women survivors of war crimes of sexual violence in BiH.




